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This morning at Church the lesson touched on Job and how Satan brought hard times into Job’s life hoping Job would curse the name of Jesus Christ and God our Father.  The following is a list of things Satan did to Job all at the same time:

· Sabeans stole 500 yoke of oxen and 500 donkeys from Job

· Fire burned all 7,000 of Job’s sheep and his servants (he had many servants)

· Chaldeans stole all 3,000 of Job’s camels

· Heavy winds blew a house down on top of all 10 of Job’s children while they were feasting and drinking wine

All of these things happened to Job at the same time and I don’t mean within the same week or within a month.  As one servant would finish reporting what happened and another one would walk in and give their report and so on.  Upon hearing the reports Job got up, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell to the ground worshipping saying, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart.  The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."
 If you have time later on read the rest of Job, find out what else Satan did to him, how he responded, what his attitude was, and if he, in fact, cursed God (he didn’t).  I don’t know about you but if any of that stuff happened to me I would throw an “ain’t it awful” party for myself.  I would not respond like Job did.

The interesting thing about Job’s story is how it begins.  A group of angels come before the Lord and along with them, Satan.  Jesus asks Satan what he’s been up to and Satan replies, “just roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”  Jesus says, “Well, I know this guy named Job who is blameless, fears God and shuns all sin.”  

Satan thinks that if Job weren’t so blessed and things weren’t going well for him he would turn from God and curse his name.  In essence, Jesus Christ allows Satan to test Job.  Keep in mind the point of this example isn’t that Jesus allowed Satan to test Job but the point is how Job responded.

Right now all of us are experiencing hard times.  Some of us are unemployed, some of us are running YMCAs with the fewest number of staff we’ve ever had before, some of us have lost a lot of money, so on and so on.  Sound familiar?  Sound at all similar to what Job went through?

The question for all of us is how are we going to respond?  We either try to respond like Job did or we don’t… it is our choice.  No one makes us respond one way or the other.  No one forces us to throw an “ain’t it awful party” or get depressed to the point where we are paralyzed.

Keep this in mind, the truly exciting part of following Jesus is that He never sends us into any situation with a faulty plan or a plan to fail. 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30
Press on… Finish Strong

C in YMCA – Rely On It.

 If you have anyone to add to our AYP Prayer List, please e-mail the name to: ron.johnston@ymcacharlotte.org.
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